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    The Bumble family was going on a trip.

Mama had packed the sandwiches. Papa had packed the suitcases. Big sister Dora had packed her favorite book. And little Milo had packed nothing at all, because he was three.

They were very excited. They had one plane to catch.

They did not know about all the other planes.
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    At the airport, a very kind man in a blue jacket stopped them.

He had a clipboard. He had a badge. He had the look of someone about to say something very complicated in a very gentle voice.

"Good news," he said. "And also some other news."

The other news was that they were going to a different airport first.

"Here," he said, "are some snack vouchers."
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    The different airport was in a different country.

There, another kind person in a blue jacket was waiting. She also had a clipboard. She smiled the same careful smile.

"Wonderful news," she said. "And also some more other news."

Milo looked up at all the signs on the wall. There were arrows pointing everywhere. He studied each one very seriously.

"Dat way," he said, pointing left.
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    They went to six airports.

In one country, they saw mountains. In another, they saw the sea. In one very small airport, a goat walked through the terminal. Nobody mentioned the goat.

At every airport, a person in a blue jacket gave them vouchers. They now had vouchers for sandwiches, vouchers for juice, and one voucher for a hat.

Milo got the hat.
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    Dora finished her whole book. Then she started it again.

Mama and Papa made a chart of all the airports on a napkin. It was a very long napkin.

But Milo was not bored at all. You see, every airport had signs. And Milo looked at every single one. Signs with arrows. Signs with pictures. Signs that lit up. Signs that beeped.

"Dat way," he would say. And he was always right.
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    Finally, the very last person in a blue jacket found them.

He had a clipboard and a badge and a very big smile.

"Wonderful news," he said. "All the news is wonderful now. You may go home."

Mama hugged him. Papa shook his hand eleven times. Dora said, "Finally."

Milo patted him on the knee.

"Gate C-7," said Milo. "Dat way."
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    And so the Bumble family went home, with their suitcases and their sandwiches and their very large collection of snack vouchers. Little Milo fell asleep before the plane even left the ground, dreaming of signs and arrows and all the places they pointed.
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