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    Clementine Is Ready NOW

    A Bedtime Story About Electric Vehicle Battery Swap Infrastructure
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    This is Clementine.

Clementine is an electric car. She is small and orange and very, very bright.

And Clementine had one very important feeling.

She did not like to wait.

Not even a little bit.

Not even at all.
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    You see, when Clementine needed more energy, she had to wait and wait and wait while electricity trickled slowly into her battery.

She would hum. She would wiggle. She would blink her lights very fast.

"I am ready," she would say. "I am ready RIGHT NOW."
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    One day, Clementine received a very official letter.

It had a very official stamp. And a very curly ribbon.

It said she must come to the Hearing Room.

A panel of engineers would decide how quickly Clementine was allowed to feel ready.

Clementine did not know what a panel was. But she drove there immediately.
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    The Hearing Room was very large.

Three engineers sat behind a very long table. They wore very important glasses. They had very tall stacks of paper.

They also looked extremely tired.

"Please state your name," said the first engineer, yawning gently into her sleeve.
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    Clementine explained everything very quickly.

The waiting. The humming. The wiggling. The blinking.

The engineers listened. They nodded slowly. They wrote things down.

Then the second engineer held up a tiny battery on a little cushion.

"What if," he said softly, "we simply swapped it?"
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    Clementine blinked.

Instead of waiting for her battery to fill up — someone could just take out the tired battery and put in a fresh one.

Like changing socks.

The tired engineers smiled. Clementine's little antenna wiggled with joy.

She drove out of the Hearing Room feeling very, very ready.
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    And somewhere in the Hearing Room, three very tired engineers finally closed their very tall stacks of paper, put down their mugs of tea, and had a lovely rest.
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