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    Two Lunches for the Very Same Day

    A Bedtime Story About the U.S.-China Summit Communiqués
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    One day, two very important leaders sat down together for a very important meeting.

They shook hands. They talked for a long, long time. And when it was over, everyone agreed: something had happened.

The question was — what, exactly?
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    Back home, one office sat down and wrote everything up.

"The weather was sunny," they wrote. "We had fish. Everyone was very pleased. The birds outside were singing."

They folded the paper carefully and sent it out into the world.
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    Far away, another office sat down and wrote everything up too.

"There were clouds," they wrote. "We had noodles. Both sides expressed serious concerns. No birds were mentioned."

They folded their paper carefully and also sent it out into the world.
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    A translator named Marta received both papers at exactly the same time.

She read the first one. Then the second one. Then the first one again.

"Hmm," said Marta.

She put on her second pair of glasses. She made a very large cup of tea.
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    You see, both papers were about the very same meeting, on the very same day.

But one had fish. One had noodles. One had sunshine. One had clouds.

"Perhaps," thought Marta, "they each remembered the part that felt true to them."

This happens sometimes, even at very important lunches.

  


  
    [image: Page 6 illustration]
    Marta wrote her own very small note.

"Both sides met," she wrote. "Both sides spoke. Both sides went home and wrote it down."

She paused. She added one more line:

"The lunch, whatever it was, appears to have been eaten."

She folded it up and yawned.
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    Somewhere, two very important offices were already asleep. And Marta was too.
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